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The inability of emergency service and police vehicles to access densely built informal
settlements means shack fires cannot be controlled, ambulances cannot get to patients and
police cannot patrol crime-ridden areas.
Now a partnership between the city of Cape Town, Informal Settlement Network and the
Community Organisation Resource Centre to restructure informal settlements is overcoming
these problems and improving living conditions.
A resident of the Joe Slovo informal settlement in Milnerton, Noandile Wayi, is one such
person benefiting from the city’s reblocking programme.
Wayi, 49, has lived with her three children in a rickety, one-roomed shack in the densely
populated informal settlement for 12 years.
Every winter her shack, made out of ill-fitting planks of wood, was flooded by the rains to the
point where her floor became a quagmire. But this month she, along with 250 other Joe
Slovo families, has a new, securely built corrugated iron shack on elevated ground as the
city has demolished old shacks such as hers and repositioned them in order to create
roadways through the settlement.
Although the new structures are similar to those in the city’s infamous temporary relocation
area in Delft, referred to as Blikkiesdorp, the Joe Slovo informal settlements residents say
they found them warm and dry in comparison to their old shacks.
The residents have been involved in the project since January when they were advised to
form a stokvel to which each family contributed R30 a month towards material for their new
homes, said community leader Luthando Klaas.
Klaas said the 250 families had managed to raise R54000 for building materials to which the
city contributed five zinc sheets a shack, as well as planks and nails.
He said the restructuring of the informal settlement did not require relocating residents to
other areas, it was just a matter of better utilising the space they were situated in.
So far this month 49 shacks had been rebuilt and at the end of the process three roads
would criss-cross the settlement.
Mayoral committee member for human settlements Ernest Sonnenberg said the reblocking
project was being instituted in 21 other high density informal settlements to create communal
space, enhance security and improve fire-prevention and service delivery.

