
Cities given go-ahead to take over provinces’ housing functions 

Minister says major cities across SA given authority to approve and manage housing construction 

programmes. 
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IN A bid to improve housing delivery and to clear the backlog, major cities across SA had 

been granted the authority to approve and manage housing construction programmes, 

Human Settlements Minister Tokyo Sexwale said last week . 

The awarding of "level two" status to cities gives them the right to take over many of the 

housing functions belonging to provincial authorities, which have failed to build houses as 

well or as fast as the country needs.  

It was hoped that the accreditation process would lead to speedier delivery and improved 

spending patterns, which would help put an end to underspending, Mr Sexwale said after a 

quarterly ministerial meeting with provincial human settlement MECs in Pretoria on Friday.  

"This will go a long way to solving the housing crisis in the country," said Titos Khalo, a 

senior lecturer in public management at the Tshwane University of Technology.  

The government has long been struggling to meet its housing targets, largely due to poor 

implementation, corruption and the inability of provincial governments to spend their 

housing funds.  

In January, Mr Sexwale transferred R463m in grants from the underperforming Free State 

and KwaZulu-Natal provinces to the Northern Cape and Limpopo, which had achieved their 

targets. 

Level two status has been granted to Johannes burg, Ekurhuleni, Tshwane, Nelson Mandela 

Metro and Cape Town, and the Frances Baard and Pixley ka Seme district municipalities in 

the Northern Cape. Mr Sexwale said discussions were under way with eThekwini in 

KwaZulu-Natal. 

Provincial governments have been largely responsible for approving and managing housing 

construction programmes, but have often failed to meet targets.  

"The municipal accreditation process is a critical tool in devolving the housing function to 

the local sphere, it enables municipalities to co-ordinate their housing decisions with other 

decisions that relate to the broader sustainability of human settlements," Mr Sexwale said.  
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Prof Khalo said research conducted by one of his postgraduate students had recommended 

that cities be granted such powers to tackle the housing backlog. 

Mr Sexwale also announced the introduction of a new metropolitan funding framework, 

developed in partnership with the Treasury, known as the urban settlements development 

grant.  

Metropolitan municipalities will receive this grant directly from the national department to 

address infrastructure needs. "The (grant) will bring about better human settlements 

development planning between national, provincial and local spheres of government."  


